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countenance, sometimes even using their opera-glasses.
The young women, fully aware of the scrutiny they are being subjected to, and nothing loth; permit their gaze also to wander over the floor of the house, until the glance of one of them is suddenly " arrested " by a young man more well-favoured or pleasing to her than the rest. If the girl then allows her eye to be 'l caught," and the young man can hold it, there is ipso facto established between them what is known in the Argentine as telegrafia sin hilos (wireless telegraphy). Once the young man is satisfied that he has established this, he makes it his business to find out the number of the box in which the fair one sits, and having previously secured an older friend to accompany him in the probable event of his not knowing the family, he is introduced to the parents of the girl, who in their turn present him to her.
The two young people are then allowed to converse together alone. If, at the end of the entertainment, they wish to continue the acquaintance, the young man asks her parents' permission to call and pay his respects, and this being granted, he becomes a friend of the house and the acquaintance often ends in matrimony.
I never heard of this custom in any other country, and I think it must be of Spanish origin and must have much in it of the sentiment attaching to a balcony courtship in fair Granada.
The national trait of " hospitality " was carried, in our case, to its finest point by Don Miguel Martinez de Hoz and his charming wife, who entertained us for one whole summer in their delightful home near Mar del Plata.THE ARGENTINE                   207
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